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Third Age Learning Burlington  

Annual Report  

for  

Fiscal Year - May 1, 2020 – April 30, 2021 

March 11, 2021 

Virtual Meeting 

Burlington, ON  L7R 4L6 

Opening Remarks - Mary Ellen Heiman   Chair 

Mary-Ellen welcomes those in attendance, declares a quorum and calls the meeting to 
order at 15:10.   

Mary-Ellen acknowledges the excellent work and efforts produced by all Board 
members for their approach and adaptability in this particularly challenging year as we 
pivoted from in-person attendance at the Art Gallery of Burlington for our two series to 
investigating and producing these series on-line via Zoom.  Many thanks to those on the 
Program Committee for not only researching and finalizing our speaker series but also 
reaching out and prepping our speakers for the new Zoom format. 

We would have been lost if not for the herculean effort of our Webmaster Marjorie 
Dieterman who not only guided the building of our new website over this past year but 
also juggled the challenges of assisting our registrants on their issues entering the new 
Zoom series. All board members drew on their talents and knowledge to make this past 
year memorable and successful. A true team effort! 
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 Membership Report - Marjorie Dieterman 

 

As of February 2021, Third Age Learning Burlington has a membership of 392. 

Membership numbers have increased this year due to the series being offered virtually. 

We do not have the space restrictions that we had at the AGB. Also, members from 

outside of the region and those who are unable to access live presentations are now 

able to join us. Membership is included with the registration fee for a series and 

continues for a period of one year from the date that the registration fee is received.  

 

Website Report - Marjorie Dieterman  

 

Our website provides information to the general public including: • details of all previous 

series and presentations • links to information related to presentations and other sites • 

information about the organization • registration for each session allowing both 

registration and payment to be made online • mailing list • contact information 

Individuals interested in receiving information on upcoming series are encouraged to 

provide their contact information using the 3alb.org website and becoming part of the 

mailing list. Replacing the original website with a new website was begun in 2019 and 

has now been completed.  

 

Finance Report - Marjorie Dieterman 

 

Budgeting for Series 18 and 19 registrations was based on previous years even though 

the series were being held virtually. The assumption was made that there would be 

some members viewing on a shared device (a reduction in number of registrants) plus 

new members due to the additional spots available. Registrations for Series 19 were 

higher than for Series 18. Overall, there was a small surplus of $720 over budget. 

 

Program Report - Douglas Fraser 

 

Approximately one year ago, COVID-19 arrived in Ontario and in response the Province 

mandated a shutdown effective mid-March 2020. We were unable to continue presenting 

our semi-annual lecture series at the Art Gallery of Burlington. We quickly and 

successfully pivoted to a virtual format using Zoom technology.  

Our Fall 2020 Program was Reaching People Through the Arts.  Why are the Arts 

important to us?  Artists from various disciplines reflected on this question. Our Winter 
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2021 Series, Current Issues in Democracy and Politics is underway.  We are exploring 

how trends in issues like Globalization, Social Media, Populism and Polarization have 

impacted and will continue to impact our Democracy.  Both Series have been well 

received by our members.   

Our Fall 2021 Program will be Into the Future: The Impact of Change.  We will be looking 

at expected changes over the next five years or so in various sectors including Medicine, 

Agriculture and Green Energy.  This Series will also be presented in a virtual format using 

Zoom technology.  Registration for the Series will follow early this summer. 

Two members of our committee retired at the end of 2020.  Sharon Gibbons and Gretchen 

Harris served on the Program Committee for several years in various capacities including 

Speaker Host and Series Coordinator. Both Sharon and Gretchen were always fully 

engaged at committee meetings. We thank them both for their years of service. 

 

TAN Report - Graham Swanson 

 

As the 3ALB representative to the TAN board, I have attended two board meetings and 
three information forums virtually.   
 
We discussed issues about how the various lifelong learning groups were responding to 
the lockdowns due to COVID-19. Some of the groups were stopping their sessions but 
most were continuing with virtual sessions as we are. 
 
The second session discussed 'How groups found speakers'. The third session had a 
presentation on 'Incorporation'.  
 
Their Annual General Meeting had a guest speaker Dr. Andrea Wilkinson who 
discussed “Optimizing the Aging Brain”. 
 
We continue to work with other Third Age Learning groups through TAN to learn from 
each other by sharing experiences and exploring topics of interest through zoom forum 
sessions.  
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2021 Board of Directors 

 

Chair Mary-Ellen Heiman 

Vice-Chair                         Jane Ann Newson (also Marketing & Promotion)  

Treasurer                          Marjorie Dieterman (also Webmaster & Registration) 

Transcriber                       Vito Barbera 

Program                            Doug Fraser 

Hospitality                        Bernice Pedreschi  

TAN rep                             Graham Swanson  

Past Chair                          Barbara Pickworth  

 

  

 Closing Remarks 

 
Motion to close our 2021 Annual Meeting. 
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